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be fair in their construction of the laws of neutrality
that I thought we should be very careful, on our side,
to commit no act that could be misconstrued. Both
fresh meat and vegetables were bought by Chinese
compradors from Chinese merchants, and sent off
to the Zafiro in small quantities under cover of night.
Happily, we had the fact in our favor that the Brit-
ish part of Hong Kong harbor only extends to a cer-
tain limit; beyond this the Chinese authorities have
control. Therefore the Zafiro could be anchored in
the Chinese zone whenever she took on board coal
or provisions.

Of course the Spanish consul at Hong Kong was
on the lookout. Indeed, his activity, if it could have
been transmitted to the Spanish army and navy in
the Philippines during the period of preparation for
war, might have made the victory of May i less
easily won. At one time the British colonial authori-
ties made a point that our use of the cable for mili-
tary purposes was a breach of neutrality and could
not be permitted. Lieutenant Walter McLean, the
officer then in charge of the Zafiro, having made
proper representations in answer, was allowed to be
the judge or censor of our cablegrams. Thus, all
that he chose to pass would be accepted and for-
warded.

Only by efficient enforcement of the blockade
could we be certain that no contraband of war reached
the Spaniards in Manila. The glint of a sail or a the Isla de Luzon,new navy the percentage of the enemy with heavy loss
